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Mason's Confession.
From " Scot's Magazine, 1755, pg.l32.

Some time ago a mason liviag at a considerable distence from
me, whom 1 knew to have the character of a sensible and religious
man, sent me a long paper, all of his own hand)writing and
aubseribed by him; in which he makes a confession of the oath,
word, and other seerets of his gcraft.when he wrote that paper,
ana for a good time before, he was confined by bodily distress:
ana he represents his having been brought under a convietion
of that whole affair, as & mystery of iaiquity. His narratiye
is intermixed with reasonings from many texts of scripture, \ t
otherwise, about the iniquity of the matter.Hhe considers
oath as profane and abominable , what was sinful for hii:

take , and sianful to keep; he treats of all the secret ich
ere therein sworn to , as & compound of superstition monies,
lves, and iale nonsense; aind he renouinces the who a horrid
wickedness. At the same time,he urges me to pu '?&he paper ,
for the conviction of persons engaged in that,o »and f '
warning others to beware of that snare; allov to er
his neme, his place of abode , and the lodge heNbelon .
However I have only drawn out his narratiy whic % offer
you, in his own woras, for a plece in .y 3 aving
the world to judge of the matter as tﬁhgs

which he entered; without regard e cigcypstantiallvaria-
tions whieh may teke place in o’agl oagesn,\while they agree in &
the substaance. Ana indeed an ute unsggtmity among them

cannot be supposea , if, a ipeg to ollows , the whole
affair must be committed { LO the'r@nories, and share in
the common fate of oral t%i ions-%

A mason's coafe _1@9_1: t Q, word, and other secrets

of his craft.
These d%g o teatN\7, concerning that oath, wora,
ana other secr ld amgug

wherein I wa unae same, by suadry of them gatherea
together aga

5t u-? about the vear 1727.
Concernif_b s path.
A asg;nmec csG/ at the door, he that keeps the door,
calleN t warderN looses the garter of his right-leg stocking,
¥ king, folds up the knee of the breeches,

Troo win th
2qd uirega deliver up any metal thing hehas upon him.
@s adg @meel on the right knee, bare,; then the square
e i
th
0
i€

‘ He informs me, that.the accou fves is onYy of what
he himself was taught , accoraing go th® usa f the lodge in
er

put th{&m mes round his body and applieu to his breast,

e passes pointing to his breast , and his bare elbow

t le with his hand lifteda up ; and he swears, "As I

11 \eswer bBfore God at the great day and this company,
hﬁ\@}& heal and coneeal , or not divulge or make known the
seerets of the mason-word, ( Here one is taken bound , not to
write them on paper, parchmeat , timber, stone, sand, snow,etec)
under the pain of having my tongue taken out from beneath my
chowks, ana my heart out from beneath my left oxter , and my
bodv buried within the sea-mark , where it ebbs and flows twice
in the tewaty four hours,."

Immediately after that oath, the administrator of it says,

"You sat aown a cowan, 1 take you up a mason".——===-= When I was
taken under that oath, I knew not what these secrets were which
1 was not to divulge, having had no information before me, .One
person in the Lodge instryctea me a little about their secretw
the same aat that I entered, and was called my author; and
another person in the lodge, whom I then chusea to be my instruetc
i1l that time twelve-month, was called my intender.==—-——=--=-
There is a yearly imﬁosing of that oath in aamissions among the
said eraft through the lana on St.John's day , as it is termed,
being the 27th of Lecember.

Concerning the word.




Mason's Confession. Scot's Magazine.

Concerning the word.

After the oath, a word in the seriptures was shown me, which
said one, is the mason-word,. The word is in I Kings vii.2I.
They say that Boaz is the masoun-wrod , ana Jachin a fellow-
craft-word. The former is shown to an enterea prentice after
he has swora the oath; ana the latter is shown to one that has
been a prentice at least Tor a year] when he is admigfted a
aegree higher in their lodge, after he has sworan the oath again,

or declared his approbation of it. 2

Conecerning the other secrets. Q\
e

I shall next show a cluster of differen  sorts of th ecret

First, then, three chalk-lines being drawn on the f
about an equal distance, as at A.B. & C; the master
lodge stands et M. ana the fellow-crafts, with the é@

E]

ns and

enteree prentices, on the master-masons left hagd #, ana

the last entered prentice at p.
Fa D

} - 0)
| «@ <>

SR BIET-S

Savs the master, "Co far s the prentice, " I wot
not glh I may." Savs th ste me forward ; I warrant you."
So coming forwara th f h one foot, while he sets
the other square o 78 the right hana near the
left shoulder , =- a q " Gowd aay , Gentlemen." Coming over
the second lia one gsgi while he sets the other square
off at b. N hana on the left side, and says, "

" Goa be h Comlngt:\er the third line with one foot,

while he setsWhe o quare off at ¢., he lays the rlght

hand on e right ko and says, God bleqs all the honourable
orethgq;:h ----- [.B. 4S the square was put thrice about his body

ee, SO he comes over these lines setting his
orm of a square.

n. say you? Aunswerdere stana I,(With his feet in
o a square), yvounger and last entered prentice;
2a ve my master from the Monday morning to the Saturday
ght all lawful employments.
Qe ¢e you a mason?. A. God almighty's holy will made me a
maso the sguare, uiuer Goa , made me a MaSON.-—-===-
mxnxAimxththxxxmfxmxxrﬂmﬁmmxanxnxxxkhﬂxwhmxaxim&gnxpzasenx
EXHXETEXBEXEELAXEWBNEY DRrsSous;X
nineteen fellow crafts and thirtesen entered prerntices made me a mas
MASON. ====—- N.B. To the best of my remembrabce , the whole
lodge present aid not exceeda twenty persoans; but so I was taught
to aASJer, which I can give no reason for.
§. Where's your master 7. A. He's not so far off XRak Dut he may
be found---=-- Then if the squere be at -hana , it is offered
on the stone at whieh they are working; ana if not, the feet
are set in the form of a sguare, as before shewed, being
the posture he staands in while he repeats his %ecrptb And so
the sguare is ackuowledged to be master, both by tongue and feet
Q. How set vou the sqguare?. A. 1 ca' two irons in the wall; if
two will not three will; and that makes both square aca level,--
N.B. If they ea' in two irons above ana one below, it makes
a kina of both square and level; though orainarily thet ca'
in but one. And the reason why it is said to set +the square , &
and not haang it ,is They're not to hang their master.

(. What's a mason?. hA. He's a masonl thats a mason born, a mason SWO
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a mason sworn, and & mason by traae.
Where keep you the key of your loage ? A. DBetween my

tongue and my teeth, and under a lap of my liver, where all

]
restrict themselves to thés Qm €r, rQ’
4

them

O

Qs

Qe

s as v

the secrets of my heart lie; for if I tell anything in the B
lodge , my tongue is to be taken out from beneath my chowks
and my heart out from beneath my left oxter, and my body

to be buried within the sea mark, where it ebbs and flows
twihee in the twenty four hours .

Whats the keyv of your lodge ¢ A. 4 well hung tougue.

ATe you a Mason ? A. Yes. Q. How shall I know that ¢

By signs, tokens, and points of my entrie. Master. Shew

me one of these. Prentice. Shew you me the first, and

shew you the second .----. 50 the master gives him e
sign , with the right hana up the left side. P. i e
«++++.Then the master gives it uppermore, or move;izjk

ar

right hand a little farther up the left side.--
ana conceal. ---- N.B. The token or grip is,
ball of the thumbof the right hana upon th

if or
uppermost Fmimkx Knuckle of the second ] rom.!‘e,
A.S Five. a‘nat

thumb of the other's right hand.

How many points are there in the worad?

are these five? a. The word is oue, sigg, i , the

grip is three, the penalty is foyr,{a ie a conceal

is five . \

Where was yvou entered 2 A. I st an
“o

what makews a just and perfec A

eal
ving the

perfect loage.
jve fellow

They do not
11 ao the thing

crafts ana’ seven enterea pr S

with fewer.

Where shoulda the masor 3Joe gi‘E:ﬁ On the top of &
mountain, from the c % a co% e bark of a dog, or

the turtle of a dove
How many points a e nﬁ square ?. a. Five.
What are these 4 J. A square, our master uander
God is one; th iigyel's the plumb-rule's three, the
hana-rule's f y and t© gage is five.

The ¢& Qt a pleipice comes unuer the oath, he gets

is . ( The figure is is the M.S.)

his choice ark tg{Zﬁ'*ut upoir his tools, by whieh to discern
3y t

. S0 d cho
which ¢ me one md%ézﬁ ots . Hereby one is taught to say to
such as
down

es n, Where got yvou this mark,? A. I laid

nd togk\up another.

come to & mason working at a stone, and say,
oue Li™ bdss," the prentice is taught to answer " It is
’%2} it mav be filled up again," or " It is not so
ead would be if your harns were out."

@. ‘&Qiotn a masoa wear his flowers? aA. BSetween Martinmas amd

'q;.\':‘"nat's a masons livervy ¢ a. Ayellow cap and blue breeches

vmeaning the compasses.

How many jewels are there in your loage 7. A. Three.

ilnat are those three? A. A sguare pavement a dintea ashler,
and a broacheda doraal.

Whats the sguarse pavement for ¢. a¢ For the master mason to
araw his ground-araughts oi.

What's the dinteé ashler for ?.a. To adjust the sguare and
to make the gages Dy. ‘
Whatls the brozched dormal for ¢. A. For me the younger ana
last entered preintice, to learn to broach upon.

How high should a mason's siege be ¢. A. Two steeples, a
pack and a cover,.knee-high altogether.---- N.B. One is
taught that the cowan's sisge is built up of whin stones,
that it may soon tumble down agaia ; ana 1t stands half out

half in the lodge, that his aeck may be under the drop in rainy
weather, to coms in at his shoulders and come out gt his shoes.
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Qe Where lies the ecapnel-tow ¢ . A. Highteen or nineteen
feetand a half from the loage door; and at the end of it
lies the cavel-m2ll, to dress the stones with ----N.B5.There
is no such thing among them as a cappel-tow.

4 Where place ve your lodge ?. A. On the suant side of a hill,
that the sun may ascend oa't when it rises.... N.D.s loage
is a place where masons assemble ana work. Henee that
assembly or society of masons is callea & lodge.

Q. How stands your lodge ¢. A. Bast and west, as kirks ana

chapels did of ola. . . (/

A Way so ¢. A. Because they were holy and so we ought t :

e How many lights are there in your loage 7. A. Three.

Qs What are thess three. ¢. A. The south east , sout 1
south west. ) k@

Q. How many levels are there in your lodge ¢. A. T .

@ What are these three ¥. A. The sun and the s ﬁzul the
level. N.B. I can give no reason why the @m txiea
' 1l h; it.

are cellea two of their levels , but so
..+.. To be particular in showing how th ster m

stands at the south east corner of the _lodPe, and

fellow crafts next to him , and next gz:;hem watdens,

ana next the entered preatices , gi # th &%ﬁeges

stana distaat one from another , a‘&» he tool ey work

with is not worth while.

Where lay you the Kev of your L ;0 feet and a half
from the lodge door , benea een @ e==== N.B. This
is meant of. their oath , unNgr«fhich secrets of their

lodge are hid from the_g%%%i that { from the un-entered
prentice , or any othe of t‘zz; ocisty , whom they
call darops.

Qs How long shoula & pr4;5§
be nine knots on i '
each arm.

There are likewise i igns, which they distinguish

or discern themsel ] NI oae wers in a company and to

aend for anothgr n , i::;?e it by sending a piece of paper ,

LL

?. A. Till there
and three dowu

with a sSquarga folae A EmEXEX,at theec corner, ana

suppose he e it o his hand , when it is openea out,

the mark whe the sgusg boint was folded in , is the thing that's
uoticea ¢0r , if hdaa}a s his glove , then the sqguare is put
oa the ’$§; knucgle the secona finger , with the thumb nail

O SO0I er ©

sr by drinking , one say's, " uUrink ". The
ot LSWET, No. Lie saith the secona time " urink." The
g~ Aa LS After you is good manners." Again he saith ,"
TN rink ,i rant you ". And then he takes 1it.

N to a houss whers masons my be, he is to knock three
he door ; a lesser, a more , &nd a more. One gives the
s N the right haad wp the left side; or if riding, he is

si
to ke the horse over the left shoulaer . If in a land where
their® language is not known , he is to kneel wiath one Knee,
holaing up his hana before the masoas. o

1f one coming into a company , wants to know whether there
bs & mason in the seme ; as he comes in , he makes himself to
stumble ana says,"the aay's for seeing , and the night's for
nearing; God be thankea we have all our formal mercies . There is
no aifference between a duil cow &aila & aun hummle cow™.

. - _ . t

=

stifrip being laid up:
MTo—now £ ona-or Mors masods he in = company
Thea if a mason be in that company , he says, " What says the fellw
fellow." . He aaswers , " I say nothing but what I mavy say again;-
there is no difference between a dun cow ana & hummle cow."
A masons horse is fouad out among others by the left foot
stirrup being laid up. i
To know if oie or more masons be in a compaay whieh one meats
o1 the way , he says, "™ Who walks?."Then, if one be there , he says
" A man welks." if more De.there , the answer is , "Med walk."
Then says he, " Good men aad masters met you pe; God bless all
vour company." Or, he gives the sign, by the right handa above
+he breath. whieh is eall=sd the fellow-crafts due guard;and the
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grip, by clasping his fiungers at the wrist, next at the elbow;

ot plaeiig himself hana to hand, foot to foot, kaee to kiaee, heart
to heart, ear to ear, says, " Great you, great vou, God greateth Wt
you , ana make you & goou master-mason ; I'm a voung man, going

to push my Tortuie; if you can furnish me , you will do well."

1 shall now give an accouut of what thev call the Monday's
1e880i. ---=-.When the prentice comes to his Master's kitchen
aoor, he is to kaoek three knocks ; a lesser, a more, &and a moge,-.
1f aone auswers he is to 1ift the sneeck, ana go ian , and waah(
the aishes and sweep the house . 4. How far is the preantice \ﬁb
carry oif the ashes?. A. As far ofT uutil he see the smok
out of the chimuey heah . after that he goes to his mas
chamber door, ana kinocks three knocks, & lesser, & mor

a more ; aild says " Master are you waking?. 1If he angw "Not

so souana but I may be wakenea," then he goes in. H ter asks
him , " What'n & moruiug is it " He answers," Q;Ezfair
"morning , the winas in the west, and the sun' = eas&{h
past five, goiag to six." . His master says, oY told @ at2"
The prentice auswers he " met with a hathern maw."™ " Af ays

his master ), sorrow is ay soon up at morngzzﬁ

e How dothe the prentice give his masye 8

iRt
A. He gives it with the left sleeave f?\&wst, &le neck of
T a

it next him , with the breast of i MCNG, in readTness to put on
‘In like manner he gives him the T2 fe his ¢ ths. aAfter that

he gives him water to wash himsel 2rs him a cloth

to ary himself; he will not haveqth : he

tail; he will not have that =N he Di im ao his next best.
After that he follows his g ‘E%;U9 st U down street, with
his right foot at his mast s Leftsgodboint,within stroke of
a aine iach gage, till hﬁ%ﬂas gl T%sir.teen feet ana a half
of the loage door ; th f= pren  leaves him. Then he goes
to sort up the lodge ; ings in orasr; after which
hs calls ia them e <§§'m ‘
Ada this is tﬁ€s ouy

T ean remember

hat inveutea matter; or all that

PISI . -
nrotestatioul NGy . N tore from the soeiety of opsrative masous
in the lgg@ge at Tor: mest at Livingston Kirk, Ustc.i&?

1732 aoN WL Ded agte, at Lirkoewton, DY James Chrystie;
ana gIGO Bnothsas
I, % ni i

ubseribea aaherenes, at valkeith, July 27.
J
n .
Q
Te

2T .
£, thev renounce ths masol oath, both &as to
s il : _
nd Ggs stances, &s are in themselves siaful and HakawfRiEx
oy

7,
=)
ot

ol Tormas findiog the sap@aful ana unlawful anda thee-
ﬁn “ne on their consciences.™ They declare, that it
ana sdministered " with such rites, ceremonies,

ntable, ana & svmbolising with jaolaters; SHEHXASXIX.
suec s kneeling on their bare knee , and the nakeG arm upon the
Bible; =----=-" That iti is ana must to gvery intrant be swori rashl
rashly ; without allowing a copy of the said oath, an@ time
auly ana deliberately to eonsider the lawfullness of .it; the
metter thereof , ana thiags swori to therein, never being under
their serious consideration previous to the swearing of tha?
oath; seeing the person swearing knows not what he is swearing
to; ----- That they " o loock upon it as ad unlawful obligation
to conceakl the daresadful wickedness, superstition, idolatry,
blasphemy, and profanatios of the name ana ordinance of God,
whieh is contained in and anuexed to that ‘oath, sltogether
unbeconsing the name ana profession of Christians; by the which
unlawful means of secrecy , maily are rashly anad jnconsiderately
nrecinitrated and slily arawad into thet sianful confedracyand
wicksdness above sala, ere ever the'r ean be aware of iti" ===
That ™ it is appending the seal ol a solem: osth, containing horri
-horria qresdful end and uacommon imprecations, to a blank, yesa
to worse, to ricieculous nonsense ald superatition ; noasense

’ 2
( gna ‘that with this apgravetion, of prophaniig the sser=sd >
i 1

v Hxirg them therewith .) onlwy fit for the
in a winter evening; most of these secrets

geriptures , by iatem

amusemsnt of chilatren
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being iule stuff or lyes, and other. parts of it superstitious,

only besfoming Heathens and idolaters."--—--- Mornover they
aeclare that the secrescy is broken aud aisclosed, by "™ what is

alre=ady published to the worlda in print ; concerning which{say
thay) there have been meny lies and eguivoecations, in denying
the same, though thev contain the substanee of the mystery."---

I am etec.
d, Mr L.B. sent us the (J
- £

Nov I5th 1751,

?

a

ubseription, adtpzo
Ry

Des

(N.3.With his lﬂtter, above i;sert
paper he mentioned (I%2), which is aa
another, of the same haaadrwt 1g and

1752, also a paper containing seweral queries which he
the mason, for explaining some thiangs in his papers,
»r

mason's answers . Having comparea the ecedeing n e With
these papers, we fiana that it is Taithfully takeg
so thet whatever shall be thought of the maso h

it aoes not become us either to Justifv or cor
ticity of the harrative may be dspended upon.)




